THE INDIAN EMPIRE
[CHAP,
Status of Local Governments.
Madras and Bom bay.
Chief Commissioner. In 1905 Assam, with a large portion of Bengal, was constituted a new Lieutenant-Governorship, under the style of ' Eastern Bengal and Assam.' The North-West Frontier Province was created in 1901. It comprises certain Districts which were detached from the Punjab in order that the Government of India might exercise more direct control over the frontier questions to which they give rise, with a number of adjoining border tracts over which our direct influence has been extended since 1892. British Baluchistan was formed into a Chief Commissionership in 1887* The petty principality of Coorg, annexed as already stated in 1834, is administered by the Resident in Mysore. The Agent to the Governor-General in the Rajputana States is Chief Commissioner of the small British territory of Ajmer-Merwara, the greater part of which was obtained by cession from the Maharaja Sindhia in 1818. The Superintendent at Port Blair, which has been a convict settlement since 1858, is also Chief Commissioner of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Berar (formerly known as the Hyderabad Assigned Districts) still appertains to the Nizam, but has been administered by the British Government through the Resident at Hyderabad since 1853, and was recently taken over on a perpetual lease, the Nizam receiving an annual payment of 25 lakhs from its revenues. Since October, 1903, it has been attached, for administrative purposes, to the Central Provinces.
All the Local Governments alike are under the superintendence and control of the Governor-General-in-CounciL They must obey orders received from him, and they must communicate to him their own proceedings. This subordination is derived partly from Act of Parliament, and partly from the delegation of authority by the Governor-General to Lieutenant-Governors and Chief Commissioners. But each Local Government, including a Chief Commissioner, is the executive head of the administration within the Province; and important differences exist between the status of the several classes of Local Governments. By custom, all appointments to Local Governments* except that of a Chief Commissioner, are for a term of five years.
The two Provinces of Madras and Bombay occupy a superior position, as representing the old Presidencies * of the same name, which were once altogether independent of Bengal The civil administration of each is vested in a Governor-in-
1 The term 'Presidency' is still used in official documents. In common usage, it is frequently applied to the seat of government, Including Calcutta,